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with which the press has of late been filled.
People have used the Bible so long, Web-
ster observes, that they have acquired a
predilection for its quaintnesses. (i It may
require," he continues, " some effort to sub-
due this predilection; but it may be done,
and for the sake of the rising generation it
is desirable. ... As there are diversities
of tastes among men, it is not to be expected
that the alterations I have made in the lan-
guage of the version will please all classes
of readers. Some persons will think I have
done too little; others, too much. And
probably the result would be the same,
were a revision to be executed by any other
hand, or even by the joint labors of many
hands. All I can say is that I have exe-
cuted this work in the manner which, in my
judgment, appeared to be the best. ... In
this undertaking I subject myself to the
charge of arrogance; but I am not conscious
of being actuated by any improper motive.
I am aware of the sensitiveness of the relig-
ious public on this subject, and of the diffi-
culties which attend the performance. But
all men whom I have consulted, if they have
thought much on the subject, seem to be